
CHARACTER 
“Who Are We When No-One’s Watching?” 

 

It’s human nature for us to be self-centred. The 
Bible says our natural inclinations are the 
opposite to what God wants for us. 
 

Romans 8:8 (njb) Those who live by their natural 

inclinations can never be pleasing to God.  
 

God’s intention for His followers is to reflect 
Him, in character and behaviour.  
 

Ephesians 4:24 (nlt) Put on your new nature, 

created to be like God - truly righteous and holy. 
 

Growing in Godly character is living life out of 
our new nature. Being Christ centred and not 
self-centred.  
 

What is Character? 
 

"The total of qualities making up an individual. 
The way someone thinks, feels, and behaves. 
Someone's personality.”  

 

What is Integrity?   
 
• The quality of being honest, having strong 

moral principles and uprightness.  
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• The state of being whole and undivided. 
 

• Internally consistent and lack of corruption. 
 

The Importance of Integrity.   
 

• Integrity will not allow our lips to disobey our 
conscience.  

 

• Integrity is the navigating system that guides 
us.  
 

• Integrity is our filter system that determines 
what we will accept or reject. 

 

We are all faced with conflicting desires that 
pull us either to feed our fleshly appetite or to 
live within the boundaries of God’s will.   
 

Galatians 5:17 (nlt) The sinful nature wants to do 

evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit 

wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the 

opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These 

two forces are constantly fighting each other, so 

you are not free to carry out your good intentions. 
 

Romans 6:12 (nlt) Do not let sin control the way 

you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 
 

Psalm 40:8 (nlt) I take joy in doing your will, my 

God, for your instructions are written on my heart. 
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• Integrity is the compass that points us in the 
right direction that pleases God. 

 

Psalm 25:21 (nlt) May integrity and honesty 

protect me, for I put my hope in You. 
 

Proverbs 20:7 (nlt) The Godly walk with 

integrity; blessed are their children who follow 

them. 
 

Integrity refuses to compromise our 
convictions. 
 

• 2 Samuel 11:6-17  Uriah the Hittite.   
 

• Daniel 3  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
refused to worship the image of the king and 
are cast into the fiery furnace. 

 

• Daniel 6  Daniel refuses to stop praying to 
God and is thrown to the lions. 

 

• Acts: 4:16-20  Peter and John before the 
Sanhedrin. 

 

The more credible we are, the more confidence 
people have in us.   
 

Commit to be a person of integrity. 
 

• Commit to honesty, reliability and 
confidentiality. 
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• Decide ahead of time that you don’t have a 
price. 

 

Hebrews 12:16 Esau sold his inheritance for a 
single meal.  

 

• Don’t allow integrity to leak. 
 

Major on the minor things.  
 

If we consistently do the little things right, 
we’re less likely to wander off course morally 
or ethically.  
 

Application: Fill out the Measuring my 
Integrity Quiz.  

 
 


