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Eight Powerful Faith Lessons  
 

 How do we ‘Live by faith’? 

 There is much confusion about ‘the walk of faith’ 
 

Paul writes about the importance of faith and how it applied 

to Abraham and Sarah.  

Romans 4:3. What does the scripture say? 

“Abraham believed God and it was credited to 

him as righteousness”.  

Romans 4:16-25.  16 ‘Therefore, the promise comes by 

faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring-not only to those 

who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith 

of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: 

“I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our 

father in the sight of God, in whom he believed the 

God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are 

not as though they were. 18 Against all hope, Abraham 

in hope believed and so became the father of many 

nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he 

faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-since 

he was about a hundred years old-and that Sarah’s 

womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through 

unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 

strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 
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being fully persuaded that God had the power to do 

what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited 

to him as righteousness” 23 The words “it was credited 

to him” were not written for him alone, 24 but also for 

us, to whom God will credit righteousness-for us who 

believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins 

and was raised to life for our justification.   
 

This is a story from Genesis about how God promised and 

provided for a barren couple and how Abraham became the 

‘father of faith’.  

 

Let us discover these powerful lessons of liberating 
truth 

 

 

1.  Faith receives a Living Promise – v:17 

17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 

nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom 

he believed the God who gives life to the dead and 

calls things that are not as though they were 

 God spoke to ‘Abram’ at 75 y.o – Genesis 12:1-3, 
7 ;13:14-17   

 God confirmed His word – Genesis 15:2-6   

 Abraham ‘failed’ – Genesis 16:1-2 – Ishmael was 
born   
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 God again spoke – Genesis 17:5,15-17   

• Abram became Abraham, Sarai became Sarah 

 God speaks to us today – Matt. 4:4, Romans 
10:17 

 

Lesson 1: We must build our life on the promises of 
Almighty God 

 

 

2.  Faith calls what is not as though it is – v:17 

17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 

nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom 

he believed the God who gives life to the dead and 

calls things that are not as though they were 

 God called ‘Abram’ – Abraham 

• Abraham means: ‘the father of a multitude’.     

 Abraham and Sarah agreed with God (Faith 
agrees with God) 

 Faith speaks the ‘promise’ not the ‘problem’ 

 Faith sees the world from God’s perspective (A 
Godly/Biblical World View)   

 

Lesson 2: Faith takes a stand with God in face of 
conflicting evidence 
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3.  Faith believes in hope against hope – v:18 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so 

became the father of many nations, just as it had been 

said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

 Natural hope vs spiritual hope 

 Natural hope gives no hope 

• Many Christians are being ruled by fear re life, disease, 

world events, etc 

• Too many Christians take their source of hope from the 

‘world’ not the ‘word’   

 God’s promises inspire hope, expectancy, 
anticipation and faith! 

 

Lesson 3: Faith has the word of God as it’s foundation 
of hope 

 

 

4.  Faith considers not ‘sense evidence’ – v:19  

19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that 

his body was as good as dead-since he was about a 

hundred years old-and that Sarah’s womb was also 

dead 

 They faced ‘dead bodies’ – Genesis 18:11  

 The ‘sense evidence’ gave them ‘no hope’    

 They believed the ‘truth’ over and above the 
‘facts’  



Page 5 of 8 

 

• Our generation is being assaulted with false information 

(lies) and seeks to persuade us that man knows best. EG: 

Evolution, morality, humanistic philosophy, the future of 

the planet, etc.  

• It is always truth that will prevail   

 We live (walk) by faith not by sight – 2 Cor. 5:7  

• A lot of Christians live by ‘sense evidence’ instead of the 

truth of God’s word!  
 

Lesson 4: Faith looks at what God says, not at what 
man says   

 

 

5.  Faith does not waver – v:20  

20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 

promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 

gave glory to God, 

 There was every reason to waver, to falter, to 
give up!   

 Abraham remained ‘single minded’ – by faith 

• It ‘seemed like’ Abraham wavered – but he maintained a 

faith stand.   

 Faith and patience inherit the promises – 
Hebrews 6:12 

 Paul ‘moved not’ – Acts 20:24 
Lesson 5: Faith remains fixed on the unchanging 

promises of God 
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6.  Faith gives glory to God – v:20 

20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 

promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 

gave glory to God, 

 Faith maintains a positive attitude & a positive 
confession  

• Faith believes and speaks the word at all times 

 Faith has an ‘attitude of gratitude’  
 

Lesson 6: Faith continually honours and praises God 
 

 

7.  Faith is fully convinced – v:21 

21 being fully persuaded that God had the power to do 

what he had promised 

 Faith is convinced of the reality and truth of 
God’s word 

 Faith is convinced of: 

• God’s integrity, God’s faithfulness (Psalm 117:2) & that 

God cannot fail (James 1:17)  

 Faith is convinced that God controls the affairs 
of all of His Creation.  

• John 16:33, Matthew 24.   
 

Lesson 7: Faith is deeply convinced of who God is and 
what He says 
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8.  Faith receives the miracle – v:22 

22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness” 

 Isaac was born – a miracle birth – Genesis 21:1-
5, Gal. 3:9 

• Isaac was born 25 years after God promised him to 

Abraham.  

 This truth is ‘for us’ – v:24 
23 The words “it was credited to him” were not written 

for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will 

credit righteousness-for us who believe in him who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead 
 

Lesson 8: Faith receives the approval of God 
 

Summary: 

 These truths apply to us today: 

• As we put our faith in the clear promises of God’s word 

to us 

EG: Salvation, eternal life, healing, provision, Holy Spirit, 

etc 

• As we exercise our faith in God re things we do not 

understand 

EG: Circumstances, community & world affairs, accidents, 

etc 

Hebrews 11:1-3   Now faith is being sure of what 

we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 

This is what the ancients were commended for. 3 
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By faith we understand that the universe was 

formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 

was not made out of what was visible.   

Romans 4:3. What does the scripture say? “Abraham 

believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness”.   

 

• Recommended reading:  

➢ ‘Your Faith is Power’ by Leo Harris. Ask at 

the ACC info desk.  

➢ ‘Ever increasing faith’ by Smith 

Wigglesworth.  About $20 to $25 on ebay.   
 


