
A heart that pleases God 
 

Text: John 12:1-7 
 

How do we have a heart that is pleasing to God and how do we maintain it? 
How does it look like? 
Can we truly have a heart that is pleasing to God? 

 

A GENEROUS HEART IS WHAT PLEASES GOD. 
 

Brief Overview 
 

This account was recorded also in all four gospels. 
The fact that it was recorded in the 4 gospels, it was something that had a 
great significance to Jesus and the writers and for us readers. 
Jesus and His disciples arrived in a place called Bethpage and into Bethany. 
The name Bethany (beth anya) means “Poor House” or “House of Misery”. 
But Jesus did not experience poverty in Bethany, instead, He experienced the 
lavish and extravagnant hospitality and generosity of His dear friends. 
Our Savior had a high regard for the family and often visited them and it was 
His home whenever He went to Bethany. 
He had high regard for this family because of the generosity of every single 
one of them. 
And it was their generosity that captivated His heart, caught His attention 
and made them special above the rest. 
 

1. Martha 
 

• There they made Him a supper; and Martha served… (John 12:2) 

• Martha saw Jesus as her Master.  

• Martha was generous with her service.  

• She was a doer and was very much obsessed with her service. 

• Martha was hands-on and more practical than Mary. 

• Her generous serving was her natural response to her Master. 
 

2. Lazarus 
 
 

• There they made Him a supper… but Lazarus was one of those who sat 
at the table with Him. (John 12:2) 
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• Lazarus saw Jesus as a great teacher.  

• Lazarus was generous with his time.  

• For Lazarus spending time with Jesus was a priority. 

• Spending quality time was his natural response to his Teacher and 
Rabbi. 

 

3. Mary 
 

• Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. (John 12:3) 

• Mary saw Jesus as her Savior, the Anointed one. 

• Mary was generous in her giving. 

• What she did was very detailed to express her lavish love and devotion 
to her Saviour, the Messiah, the Anointed one.  

 

How does it apply to us?  
 

1. We need to be generous in our service with the Lord. 
• Hebrews 6:10, “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the 

love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to 
help them.” 

• The Lord will remember and honour us for our service. (Luke 12:37) 
 

2. We need to be generous in our time with God. 
• Mark 3:14-15, “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with 

Him and that He might send them out to preach,  and to have power to 
heal sicknesses and to cast out demons” 

• Our appointment is to be with Him, to spend quality time with Him. 
 

3. We need to be generous in our giving with God. 

• Isaiah 32: 8, “But generous people plan to do what is generous, and 
they stand firm in their generosity.” 
 

Our generous heart can touch the heart of Jesus and make us so pleasing to 
God! 
 

Our generous service, being generous with our time with Jesus and being 
generous with our giving - are all honouring to God and when we honour 
God, God will honor us. 

 

A GENEROUS HEART IS A KIND OF HEART THAT PLEASES GOD. 


