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I Did It My Way 

• God’s plan in Adam and Eve was for us to love and serve him. They knew Him and walked in His ways. 

• They enjoyed God’s free gift. 
 

Free Will and the Problem of Suffering 

• The argument against God from non-believers is how can an all-powerful God allow so much 
suffering, death and misery in the world. 

• God gave us the great gift of ‘free will’ which he will never renege on as He wants to relate with us. 

• The consequences of this ‘free will’ is a broken world that breaks God’s heart. 

• This is the same broken world that He sent his Son to take our sins, to suffer, and identify with our 
suffering. 

 

God had a Plan 

• Jesus came to restore us through relationship 
 

Timing of Jesus’ Birth 

• It is no mistake God placed Jesus in the era of classical antiquity where the Roman and Greek empires 
dominated the then known world. One empire was known for military power, technology and 
expansion while the other was known for philosophy, thought and democracy and the other. 

 

Paul warned the Church in Colossians 2:2-8 
2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,  
3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  
4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.  
5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined 
you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.  
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human 
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 
 

Paul’s Warning 

• The fundamental issue that Paul was addressing in this passage, is the age old issue of ‘God’s way’ 
over ‘my way’.  

 

Western Thought 

• Over the following centuries and millennia, the fathers of Western thought Socrates, Aristotle, Paul, 
Aquinas gave us a Biblical and philosophical foundation which paved way for the philosophy of the 
west.  

• Through God’s providence, the Magna Carta and the Westminster System were introduced to Great 
Britain. This eventually bought liberty to the individual, the end of treacheries such as slavery and the 
basis for a Christian society.  

• This framework provided a foundation for a Nation and how we ought to live.  

• It was from this framework of thinking that possibly the greatest movement for the proclamation of 
the gospel occurred and consequential sending of the missionary greats to establish people and 
nations under God.  

• This includes Australia. 
 

Christian Foundations of Australia 

• "Let the heavens, the earth, the waters with all their creatures and all those present witness that I, 
Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros... in the name of Jesus Christ...hoist the emblem of the holy cross 



on which his person was crucified and whereon He gave His life for the ransom and remedy of all the 
human race…... on this day of Pentecost, 1606... I take possession of all this part of the South as far as 
the pole, in the name of Jesus... which form now on shall be called the Southern Land of the Holy 
Ghost (La Australia del Espiritu Santo)... and this always and forever... and to the end that to all 
natives, in all the said lands, the holy and sacred evangel may be preached zealously and openly.” 
Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros – 1606 

 

Christian Foundations of Australia 

• Early Australia was replete with men of God, including explorers such as Matthew Flinders, William 
Lawson, Cpt. Charles Sturt, Edward John Eyre, Frderick Wilhem Ludwig Leichhardt, John McDougall 
Stuart, Peter Warbutton, Ernest Giles, Sir John Forrest and Sir George Grey. 

• These were giants of the faith, achieving the unachievable and overcoming the impossible through 
their faith and trust in God and the promises contained in His Word. 

• Richard Johnston 1794 (The founder of the first Christian School) If any hopes are to be formed of any 
reformation being affected in this colony, I believe it must begin amongst those of the rising 
generation. Rev. 

• Henry Parkes 1815-1896Sir Henry Parkes, five-time Premier of New South Wales, and remembered as 
the father of Australian federation, said “we are pre-eminently a Christian people – as our laws, our 
whole system of jurisprudence, our Constitution… are based upon and interwoven with our Christian 
belief…”(Sydney Morning Herald, 26th August 1885). 

 

Australian Constitution Preface 

• Whereas the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, 
humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble federal 
Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under the 
Constitution hereby established: 

 

George Angus 1789-1879 
• George Angus, a member of the South Australian Company, believed that God had called him to found the 

state: “My great object was, in the first instance, to provide a place of refuge for pious Dissenters of Great 
Britain, who could in their new home discharge their consciences before God in civil and religious duties 
without any disabilities that South Australia will become the headquarters for the diffusion of Christianity in 
the Southern Hemisphere. It was claimed that in fifty years he circulated over one million copies of scriptures, 
many millions of tracts and two million copies of devotional books such as Spurgeon’s Morning by Morning 
and Evening by Evening.” 

 

Slow Erosion of our Christian Foundation/Values 

• ‘My Way’ mindset has morphed into worldviews such as: 

• Secularism: Separation of Church and State 

• Cosmic Humanism (New Age): With man all things are possible. 

• Humanism: Man is the measure of all things 

• Agnosticism: a person who holds the view that any ultimate reality (such as God) is unknown and 
probably unknowable 

• Atheism: A lack of belief in a god 
 

Today’s Reality 

• God has become irrelevant to many in our community.  

• The modern construct for thought is to deny God’s existence, His authority, His objective truth such 
as principles for living and replace it with subjective truth. 

 

Truth 

• OBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say that a statement is “objectively true” means that it is true for people of all 
cultures, times, etc., even if they do not know it or recognize it to be true. 
Examples: 

• “People need water and air to live.”  

• “Water freezes once it is chilled to a certain temperature.” 
 



• SUBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say that something is “subjectively true” means that it is true for the 
person(s) making the judgment, even though it may not be true for others. 
Examples: 

• “It is freezing cold in here!” (Others might be sweating!) 

• “I am so happy!” 
 

My Way 

• People are increasingly moving away from universally accepted objective truths (God’s truths) and 
into subjective truth. 

• I want to do it ‘My Way’. 

• The number of people in Australia who are ‘convinced atheists’ is now the same as the number of 
people who attend church at least once a month…. and alarmingly, while the numbers of modern 
atheists are growing, while church attendance is dropping. 

 

Modern Atheism 

• Jean-Paul Sartre and Samuel Beckett both esteemed fathers of the modern atheists conclude that life 
is absurd, as it has no meaning. 

• Albert Camus (atheistic existentialist) goes on to say that to be consistent with an atheistic 
perspective results of a life has no reason other than to end in suicide. 

• The fundamental outcome of all three noted atheists is: If all that exists is the physical universe, then 
you and I are accidental by-products of nature which means we were not intentionally designed 
therefore there is no purpose in being here. 

 

Modern Atheism 

• Richard Dawkins writes, ‘In a materialistic universe there is at bottom no design, no purpose, no evil 
no good. Nothing but pointless indifference.’ 

• Atheism in all of its fragilities fails to provide any objective basis for morality. It all comes down to a 
subjective opinion. 

• If there is no God, what we consider right and wrong is nothing more than an accident of evolution or 
social convention. 

• Evolution implies survival of the fittest. 

• Social convention has no position on racism, cruelty and abuse unless the masses say it is right or 
wrong. 

• Atheists claim that if a community dictates that a specific moral adds to human flourishing, those 
morals are good absolutes.  

• The problem is who decides what morals contributes to human flourishing?   

• Hitler was convinced that killing millions of Jews would promote human flourishing, Stalin's regime 
killed about 20-60 million in order for humans to flourish in Russia and up to 100 million in 
communist china died allowing communism to flourish. 

• Life without absolutes beyond the human mind is frightening. 

• Kai Nelson, an noted atheistic philosopher and apologist also has admitted ‘pure reason will not take 
you to any morality’. 

• Atheism is summed up by their greats, Satre, Beckett and Camus who all came to the conclusion, ‘Life 
is absurd without any purpose.’  

• Bertrand Russel wrote, “We must build our lives on the firm foundation of despair.” 
 

The Good News 

• Atheism provides us with no answers. The case of universal objective truths or absolutes actually 
when considered carefully, points toward the existence of God. 

• We have good news. The answer is and has been and always be Jesus.  

• God has given us a wonderful message of hope. 
 
Today 

• We are truly blessed to have a Christian foundation that still to this day drives the nations 
‘conscience’.  



• We as a nation however are finding our absolutes and objective morals being challenged with 
subjective substitutes almost on a daily basis. Our Nations ‘Christian conscience’ is becoming 
immaterial. 

 

Today in 2019 

• Yesterday, Victoria’s Police Commissioner and the police union boss have united to battle the 
appalling lack of respect being shown to their frontline troops. 

• On the 10th April this year the ABC reported: Tasmania's transgender community is celebrating after 
landmark reforms to make gender optional on birth certificates passed their last parliamentary 
hurdle. 

• It also allows people aged 16 years or older to apply to change their registered gender without 
parental approval, and clarifies laws that protect the right of an individual to express their gender 
without discrimination. 

• Objective truths are being challenged in the areas of gender, abortion, euthanasia, free speech, 
equity, etc.  

• People are finding their truth and solace in a variety of places whether it is the environment, equity 
or tolerance. Some of these people are radical and single minded, determined to see all God’s 
absolutes removed as they are seen to be restrictive. 

• This is creating a challenge for us as Christian Schools 
 

Education Challenges 

• Religious freedoms  

• Gender neutral issues 

• Curricula content 
 

Labor’s Position 

• Labor supports religious freedom. Part of our commitment to religious freedom includes a 
commitment to parental choice when it comes to their child’s education. We support the right of 
parents to choose a religious education and will work to protect religious schools’ capacity to operate 
according to their faith. Labor has also committed to removing the exemptions in the Sex 
Discrimination Act in respect of teachers and other staff of religious schools. 

 

Liberal’s Position 

• The Morrison Government believes the right of religious institutions to conduct themselves in a way 
consistent with their ethos should be protected. lt also believes that legislative exemptions to 
prohibitions on discrimination based on a person's identity should be limited or removed altogether 
(if practicable), but recognises that achieving these twin purposes gives rise to complex legal and 
drafting issues. That is why, in its response to the Ruddock Review, the Morrison Government 
committed to an Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) review of anti-discrimination laws across 
the country. 

 

The Response 

• We now have three years to work on our politicians and be the salt and light in our communities to 
be like Paul, defending the gospel in the marketplace. 

• Enemy here is not people, whether left or right in politics, but it is against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. (Eph 6) 

• There is a world looking for hope. The world offers only absurdity and despair. We have the answers. 
We just need to frame it in a way they can understand. 

• We have seen God work miraculously in our Nation and we believe the church with the help of 
Christian Education will rise again to speak hope and truth into our communities to reform our 
Nation and bring its heart back to God. 

• Please pray for our Nation and our schools as we go about teaching the students the wonders of 
God’s Truth and the freedoms that Christ brings.   


