
Generous Giving 
 

-  The word faith or its variations is used about 500 times in the Bible. 
-  The word hope is used about 185 times. 
-  The word love is used about 733 times. 
-  The word give or giving is used about 2,285 times.  
 

The Bible talks more about giving than faith, hope and love.  
WHY?  Because giving is the expression of faith, hope, and love!            
 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave (generously) His one and only Son… 
 

God’s motive in giving Jesus to the human race was to make a way possible for 
mankind to come back into a relationship with their Creator. 
 

BIG IDEA  As Christ followers, God, and His purposes are to be our first 
priority when it comes to our money and possessions!   

 

Matthew 6:33 NLT  He will give you all you need from day to day if you live for Him and 
make the Kingdom of God your primary concern. 
 

Our motive for giving should be in response to God’s generosity He has 
shown toward us through His sacrificial gift – Jesus!   
As Christ followers, we are to imitate the one we follow – Jesus! Right?   
 

When it comes to our giving - of our time, talent and treasure, we should 
give like Him – generously and sacrificially.  
 

Proverbs 22:9a (ncv) "Generous people will be blessed..."  
 

Deuteronomy 15:10 "Give generously ... and do so without a grudging heart; then because of 
this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to."  
 

Five reasons why to give generously and sacrificially.   
 

Giving generously and sacrificially reflects God’s nature  
 

James 1:5 (rsv) God gives to all generously and ungrudgingly.   
 

God owns everything and He has given to us everything we need.  
1 Chronicles 29:14 (tlb) Everything we have has come from You Lord, and we can only give You 
what is Yours already.   
 

God is a great Giver.  John 3:16a For God so loved the world that He gave..  
We can give without loving but we can’t love without giving - they go together.  
 

Every time we are generous and unselfish in our giving for the benefit others, we 
are reflecting God’s loving and giving nature.  
 

Giving generously and sacrificially reveals the nature of our heart  
 

Matthew 6:21 (ncv) Your heart will be wherever your treasure is.                                            
 

Our heart reveals what we treasure most. Like a magnet when we give our 
money to God, we are pulled into alignment with His purposes. 
 

God doesn't need our money.  But He does desire our heart!  
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Our giving pleases God because it is an act of worship to Him.   
Romans 12:1 (ncv) So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to 
offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him. Your offering must be only for God and pleasing to 
him, which is the spiritual way for you to worship. 
 

Our giving brings God pleasure because we are being like Him, reflecting 
His giving nature.  Nobody is more generous than God is.   
 

Giving generously and sacrificially breaks the grip of materialism 
 

We live in a materialistic society. An antidote to materialism is - giving!  
The essence of materialism is to get and to get more.  Every time we give 
sacrificially, we dismantle the grip of materialism.   
 

Jesus said; "You cannot serve both God and money." Matthew 6:24 
In other words, who or what is our priority in our life? Is God and His purposes? 
Or, is money and possessions or an unaffordable lifestyle our priority?  
 

Living in Australia, we are rich compared to the rest of the world. Most of the 
world’s population is worried about where their next meal is coming from.  
 

God wants us to enjoy our money, but he also wants us to generously share it.  
 

Giving generously and sacrificially strengthens our faith  
 

2 Corinthians 9:13a (ph) "Your giving proves the reality of your faith..."   
 

Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 
 

God says, here's how you can prove Me - tithe! “Take the first ten percent of 
everything you earn and tithe it to the Lords work.  Tithing is the Biblical 
‘benchmark’ in our giving.  
 

Giving is not an obligation it's an opportunity to strengthen our faith.   
 

There will be times in our life as a dedicated follower of Christ, when God calls 
us, challenges us, to give sacrificially over and above your normal tithe, missions 
and even to our families for a particular cause that will help extend His kingdom.  
This will be a stretch – but it is also an opportunity to strengthen our faith.  
 

Giving generously and sacrificially makes us feel Good   
 

It feels good to give. "There is more happiness in giving than in receiving." Acts 20:35  
 

We're all at different stages of life, different levels of income, different seasons.  
We all cannot give the same amount.  That's not the issue. Just let God lead you 
in this.   
 

Remembering it is Equal Sacrifice, Not Equal Amounts!   
 

It's our motive for giving that matters to God – the amount is immaterial!  
Your heart will be wherever your treasure is. Matthew 6:21 (ncv) 
 
 


